
WAIKĪKĪ IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION

V O L U M E  X X I I I  I S S U E  4 	 A P R I L  2 0 2 2

E-newsletter keeping you up-to-date on Waikīkī news, features, trends and more!

Wikiwiki Wire



3
BILL 41: SHORT-TERM VACATION RENTALS, HEADS TO FULL 
CITY COUNCIL

4
HAPALUA RETURNS TO WAIKIKI

6
OUTRIGGER REEF WAIKIKI BEACH RESORT PRESENTS THEIR 
NEW A‘O CULTURAL CENTER AND HERB KĀNE LOUNGE

C o n t e n t s

MORE WAIKĪKĪ NEWS, EVENTS & FOOD

HAPALUA TRAFFIC ADVISORY

BASALT: FOOD-A-GO-GO AND DAILY 
DRINK SPECIALS

SPITFIRE: ROTISSERIE & FLATBREAD

HALEKULANI - ART OF WELLBEING AND 
MOTHER'S DAY CONCERT WITH AMY 
HANAIALI'I

HALEPUNA - SUITE ESCAPE AND 
KAMA'AINA RATE 

CLIMBHI LEI HOSPITALITY INDUSTRY 
EVENT CELEBRATES 10TH ANNIVERSARY 
AT THE HAWAI'I CONVENTION CENTER

HILTON HAWAIIAN VILLAGE WAIKIKI 
BEACH RESORT'S MALAMA HAWAII 
PACKAGE

IL LUPINO TRATTORIA & WINE BAR - NOW 
SERVING BREAKFAST

INTERNATIONAL MARKET PLACE 
WELCOMES SEVEN NEW SHOPPING, 
DINING AND ADVENTURE EXPERIENCES

MOANA MASTERS RETURNS WITH 
TRADITIONAL AFTERNOON TEA TIME

MENEHUNE ARRIVE AT WAIKIKI BEACH 
WALK

PESCA - A LUXURIOUS 
MEDITERRANNEAN-INSPIRED FRESH 
SEAFOOD RESTAURANT

HOP TO ROYAL HAWAIIAN CENTER FOR 
EGG-CITING ACTIVITIES THIS EASTER!

TEX808 - THE COMEDY PIT PRESENTS 
CHAUNTE WAYANS

WOLFGANG'S STEAKHOUSE - NOW 
SERVING BREAKFAST

THE WAIKIKI SHOPPING PLAZA - 
INDUSTRY VALIDATIONS & REOPENING 
INFO



W I K I W I K I  W I R E 3

The third reading of Bill 41 passed out of the Zoning and Planning Committee on March 23, 2022 
and will go to full council mid-April. This bill addresses community complaints of parking, noise and 
crowding connected to vacation rentals in non-resort communities across Oahu.

The proposed amendments in Bill 41 apply stricter limits of where transient vacation units may exist 
than the ordinance passed in 2019. 

The latest version of the bill bans on-street parking for visitors renting transient vacation units and bed 
& breakfasts in areas zoned as country, residential or apartment use.  The amended version of Bill 41 
keeps intact the proposal to increase the minimum stay from 30 days to 90 days for short-term rentals 
without a nonconforming use certificate.

Bill 41 
Short-Term Vacation 

Rentals, Heads To 
Full City Council
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After a two year break, The Hapalua - Hawaii’s 
Half Marathon, is back in Waikiki on April 10, 
2022!

Around 6500 participants are expected at the 
comeback event, 15% of whom are visitors to 
Hawaii. 

The Hapalua is the largest half marathon in 
Hawaii and has been an annual Waikiki event 
since 2012. The Hapalua is organized by the 
Honolulu Marathon Association. 

The beautiful start is right by the Duke 
Kahanamoku statue. The main field will go 
off at 6am on Sunday, April 10th.  The course 
goes out toward downtown before coming 
back on Kalakaua Avenue, up and around 
Diamond Head, and finishing in Kapiolani Park. 

Returns to Waikiki
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HAPALUA RETURNS TO WAIKIKI

All finishers earn a medal and a race shirt, as well as 
the delicious malasadas and cold pressed pineapple 
juice at the festival finisher area. The main stage in 
the festival area will have live music and friends and 
family are welcome to join in the fun. 

Being fully inclusive, there are no qualifications 
to enter the Hapalua and there is no time limit. 
Walkers and runners are equally welcome. 

The elite field, headed this year by Ed Cheserk, will finish in around one hour and the final finisher 
usually takes around 5 hours to complete the 13.1mile course.

Although online registration ended on March 31st, walk-in registrations are welcomed at the Hapalua 
Expo, which is held at the Hawaii Convention Center. 

Expo Opening Times: 
10 AM – 8 PM, Friday, April 8, 2022
9 AM – 4 PM, Saturday, April 9, 2022

For more information, please visit www.thehapalua.com

http://www.thehapalua.com
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Outrigger Reef Waikiki 
Beach Resort Presents their 
new A‘o Cultural Center and 

Herb Kane Lounge 
As part of its $80 million transformation, Outrigger Reef Waikiki Beach Resort now welcomes guests to 
its brand new A‘o Cultural Center and Herb Kāne Lounge. 

“We’ve always sought to let 
Hawai‘i’s host culture be the 
steward of the guest experience 
at Outrigger Reef and we’re happy 
to strengthen this commitment 
even further through the new 
A‘o Cultural Center and Herb 
Kāne Lounge,” said Markus Krebs, 
general manager of Outrigger Reef 
Waikiki Beach Resort. 

“The Aʻo Cultural Center exhibits 
will bring the genius of Polynesian 
wayfinding to life for kamaʻaina 
and malihini visitors to the 
Outrigger. It is part of Outrigger’s stalwart support of Polynesian Voyaging Society (PVS) and our 
mission,” said PVS CEO and navigator Nainoa Thompson. “On March 8, 1975 Hawaiʻi’s first voyaging 
canoe in 600 years, Hōkūleʻa, launched into the waters of Kualoa, Oʻahu, realizing a quiet dream long-
held by our co-founder Herb Kawainui Kāne. And so selecting this date to mark the rebirth of the Herb 
Kāne Lounge and Aʻo Cultural Center at Outrigger Reef is a fitting tribute to Hawaiʻi’s rich voyaging 
past and its bright future.”
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OUTRIGGER REEF WAIKIKI BEACH RESORT PRESENTS THEIR NEW A‘O CULTURAL CENTER AND HERB KĀNE LOUNGE 

The renewed center will be anchored by a virtual exhibit designed by digital artist Kari Kēhau Noe 
picturing the legendary sailing canoe Hōkūle‘a using pieces of the actual sail 32A that was used on the 
Mālama Honua Worldwide Voyage. 

The center will also serve as the hub for guests to engage in a spectrum of Hawaiian cultural activities. 
Led by 20-year veteran cultural director Luana Maitland, guests will be able to glean from her vast 
knowledge of the arts of Hawai‘i and participate in hula lessons; try their hand at Hawai‘i’s official 
instrument, the ‘ukulele; make a lei or kukui nut kupe‘e bracelet and much more.
The legacy of the late artist, historian and founding member of PVS Herb Kawainui Kāne has been 
featured throughout the resort for decades and has now taken on new life in the renovated Herb Kāne 
Lounge, featuring earthy textures and an updated, modern design. The lounge includes four original 
paintings from Kāne and faces an expansive mural of a traditional sailing canoe that runs the length of 
the check-in desk. 

The first phase of Outrigger Reef Waikiki Beach Resort’s $80 million transformation was completed 
in April 2021 and included renovated guestrooms and the reimagined Kani Ka Pila Grille. The second 
phase of the property, including the Diamond Head Tower, Waiola Wellness Wing and Coral Kids Club 
is slated to be complete by fall 2022. The anchor restaurant, Monkeypod Kitchen by Merriman, is 
expected to open by the end of 2022.
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Enjoy sunset cocktails and small bites at our iconic poolside restaurant House Without A
Key. Live entertainment accompanied by one of our graceful Miss Hawaii / Miss Hawaii USA
hula dancers makes the perfect evening to remember.

Please call 808-518-2019 to reserve your table.

Halekulani │ 2199 Kalia Road, Honolulu, Hawaii 96815 | Telephone: 808-923-2311 | www.halekulani.com

o April 9 – The Healing Power of Crystals
• Review how these powerful stones can be utilized for energic

balance alignment.

o April 23 – Aromatherapy – Nature’s Remedy
• Discover the benefits of essential oils and how to incorporate

these plant extracts into your daily life.

The 75-minute discussion are open to the public and are $25 per person.
Please call 808-931-5322 for more information and to reserve a spot.

In addition to our annual Orchids Mother’s Day Brunch, Halekulani will be 
having a special Mother’s Day concert in our Ballroom with 18-time Na Hoku
Hanohano Award winner Amy Hanaiali’i on Sunday, May 8th. Doors open at 
10:00 am with a curated buffet; concert starts at 11:00 am.

Please call 808-518-2019 for reservations.

AARRTT  OOFF  WWEELLLLBBEEIINNGG  PPRREESSEENNTTAATTIIOONNSS  -- AAPPRRIILL

MMOOTTHHEERR’’SS  DDAAYY  CCOONNCCEERRTT  WWIITTHH  AAMMYY  HHAANNAAIIAALLII’’II
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Halepuna Waikiki by Halekulani │ 2233 Helumoa Road, Honolulu, Hawaii 96815 | Telephone: 808-921-7272 | www.halepuna.com

SSUUIITTEE EESSCCAAPPEE
Introducing our first ever suite package:

• Daily Breakfast for up to two-persons at Orchids (located at
Halekulani)

• Two-day pool cabana rental with two-cocktails daily
• 45-minute couple’s massage once during your stay
• Halepuna Access – Complimentary access to the Honolulu Museum

& Bishop Museum
• Fitness Classes
• Complimentary WiFi and NO resort fees

Minimum four-night stay required. Call 808-445-9595 to reserve your suite!

Enjoy the Urban Escape at Halepuna Waikiki…

KKAAMMAA’’AAIINNAA RRAATTEE
Revisit Waikiki with Halepuna Waikiki’s Kama’aina package:

• $255 + taxes daily with upgrade to Waikiki Mountain View based
upon availability at time of check-in (single / double occupancy)

• Guaranteed 4pm late checkout
• Complimentary daily self-parking
• Halepuna Access – Complimentary access to the Honolulu Museum

& Bishop Museum
• Fitness Classes
• Complimentary WiFi and NO resort fees

Call 808-445-9595 to reserve your room today!
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@HawaiiConventionCenter @HIConventionCtr

ClimbHI LEI Hospitality Industry
Event Celebrates 10th Anniversary
at the Hawai‘i Convention Center

@HawaiiConventionCenter

The Hawai‘i Convention Center is welcoming more than 500
intermediate and high school students from across O‘ahu for
ClimbHI’s 10th-annual Leadership, Exploration, Inspiration
(LEI) hospitality industry program on April 5, 2022. 

Hawai‘i Convention Center Health & Safety Protocols Update
The Hawai‘i Convention Center is pleased to welcome guests for indoor and outdoor meetings and events. State and county
employees and visitors to state facilities including the Hawai‘i Convention Center are no longer required to provide vaccination
status or negative COVID-19 test results, and masks are not required for event attendees. 

 

LEI is returning for its first in-person event since 2019. More than 1,000 intermediate and high school
students participated in last year’s statewide virtual LEI event.

Founded in 2009, the Hawai‘i-based 501(c)(3) nonprofit ClimbHI seeks to inspire students to finish high
school and proceed to post-secondary education or employment by exposing them to future career paths
and the steps necessary to achieve those goals. LEI is a Hawai‘i Tourism Authority (HTA)-sponsored
workforce development project created by ClimbHI to inspire Hawai‘i’s youth to pursue careers in the state’s
visitor industry by providing them with the means to achieve success. 

During the LEI program, students learn about various aspects of the hospitality industry from participating
Hawai‘i businesses. This includes career highlights, resident sentiment, the importance of the visitor industry
and Hawai‘i’s cultural values. Students also attend a luncheon led by high-profile speakers, followed by an
afternoon career fair. 

The O‘ahu LEI program at the Center kicks off a series of statewide events, including LEI Maui on April 8;
LEI Kauai on April 14 and LEI Island of Hawai‘i on April 26 and 27. 

Businesses are welcome to participate. For more information on future ClimbHI LEI events, or to sign up for
the ClimbHI Bridge online workforce development portal, visit ClimbHI.org.
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Hilton Hawaiian Village Waikiki Beach Resort’s Malama Hawaii Package 
Includes a Fifth Night Free and Experience at Kualoa Private Nature 
Reserve

Hilton Hawaiian Village Waikiki Beach Resort has launched the Malama 
Hawaii Package, which includes a fifth night free and participation 
in the Malama Hawaii Experience at Kualoa Private Nature Reserve. 
With a free night, guests get to stay longer at Waikiki’s premier resort 
destination, and two adult tickets to the Malama Hawaii Experience 
provides visitors the opportunity to give back through a unique 
voluntourism activity. 

Guided by Hawaiian cultural experts, participants of the Malama 
Hawaii Experience visit Kualoa Private Nature Reserve to learn about 
the importance of sustainability and the significance of kalo (taro) in 
Hawaiian culture. Guests contribute to Hawaii’s environment through 
activities based on current needs which include thatching of traditional 
Hawaiian hale (grass huts); assisting with cleaning, planting and 
harvesting kalo; or taking care of the laʻau lapaʻau (medicinal plants). 
Attendees are encouraged to bring beach wear and a towel as they will 
be able to rinse off in the ocean or in one of the streams following the 
experience. 

The Malama Hawaii Package is available to book now at www.
HiltonHawaiianVillage.com/Malama.   















MOANA MASTERS RETURNS WITH TRADITIONAL 
AFTERNOON TEA TIME

Innovative program at the First Lady of Waikiki starts 2022 with an Easter-
themed event

HONOLULU (March 22, 2022) – The highly 
popular Moana Masters Cooking Class returns 
on Saturday, April 9 at the Moana Surfrider, A 
Westin Resort & Spa. Immersive and interactive, 
the class will focus on Afternoon Tea Desserts 
led by Pastry Chef Carmen Montejo, who’ll 
provide a step-by-step demo on how to make 
afternoon tea desserts such as macarons and 
how to decorate with fun Easter designs. The 
session includes a culinary demonstration and 
a tea-inspired lunch with beverage pairings 
featuring Grey Goose Essences by resident 
mixologist Nadine Madera.

The fun begins at noon and runs until 2:00 p.m. Guests should arrive at least 
15 minutes ahead of time to check in and prepare for the class. Beverage 
pairings are reserved for guests who are at least 21 years of age. The cost 
is $110 per person, plus tax and a 19 percent service charge. To book the 
Moana Masters Afternoon Tea Desserts and Tea-Time Lunch, click this link 
here. For more information, call the 
Moana Surfrider’s Dining Desk at 
(808) 921-4600.

Traditional Afternoon Tea will still be 
served along the Veranda that day; 
reservations for regular Afternoon 
Tea can be made at OpenTable.com. 



 

 

 
 

Menehune Arrive at Waikiki Beach Walk  
 

 
 
 
 

New visitors to Waikiki’s popular 
entertainment district surprise and 
delight locals and residents. 
 
  
  
  
  
  

WWaaiikkiikkii  BBeeaacchh  WWaallkk,,  the vibrant shopping, dining and entertainment district at Lewers Street and 
Kalakaua Avenue  nnooww  hhoossttss  tthhrreeee  vveerryy  ssppeecciiaall  vviissiittoorrss. They arrived via wa‘a (outrigger canoe) 
and brought with them fishnets, an o‘o (digging stick), fishnets, bananas and more. Paying 
tribute to Hawaii’s legend of the Menehune, these characters will make their home at Waikiki 
Beach Walk, delighting both visitors and residents alike. They were created by craftsman Owen 
Ho, an independent designer who is the mastermind behind most of the Honolulu City Lights 
figures and other beloved characters. 
 
“We are certain our visiting Menehune at Waikiki Beach Walk will be just as beloved and present 
a wonderful photo opportunity for guests who do not come across Menehune elsewhere,” said 
Blaine Kamalani Kia, entertainment director and cultural advisor to Waikiki Beach Walk. “As we 
appreciate the richness of Hawaii’s history and important cultural practices such as music and 
dance, it is also our goal to perpetuate and share Hawaii’s mo‘olelo (stories) with our residents 
and visitors.” 
 
Waikiki Beach Walk is committed to preserving and sharing Hawai‘i’s rich cultural heritage. This 
includes hosting a variety of authentic Hawaiian music and hula performances to engage Hawaii 
residents and enhance the visitor experience.  Highlights in April include: 

 
WWaaiikkiikkii  SSPPAAMM  JJAAMM®®  FFeessttiivvaall  –– This popular event returns to Waikiki Beach Walk on SSaattuurrddaayy,,  
AApprriill  2233  ffrroomm  44  ttoo  99  pp..mm.. Enjoy music, food, appearances by characters SPAMMY® and MUSU, 
and more. Donations benefit Hawaii Food Bank. Scheduled to perform at the Waikiki Beach Walk 
Plaza Stage:  

• 4:30 p.m. KKuummuu  HHuullaa  SSaalllliiee  KKaauuaakkeeaa  YYoozzaa  &&  HHāāllaauu  ʻ̒OO  NNaappuuaallaaʻ̒iikkaauuiikkaaiiuu  
• 5:30 p.m. LLeeddwwaarrdd  KKaaaappaannaa  &&  JJeessssee  GGrreeggoorriioo 
• 6:30 p.m. MMiikkee  KKaaaawwaa  BBaanndd, featuring Paul Kim and Analū Aʻina  
• 7:30 p.m. KKaawwiikkaa  KKaahhiiaappoo & Friends  















Reopening Info

April 2022

The Waikiki Business Plaza & Waikiki Shopping Plaza parking lot and 
building operating hours will be 6:30am – 12am. 

2250 Kalakaua Ave, Honolulu, HI 96815
waikikishoppingplaza.com

Shopping
ABC Stores (WBP)
Belle Vie 
H&M
Hamilton Boutique
HiLife
Honolulu Cookie Company

Tiki Products
USPS
Victoria’s Secret
Wahing Jewelry
Waikiki Trolley Kiosk

Dining
Buho Cantina
Royal Lobster
Sky Waikiki
Starbucks
Tanaka of Tokyo

Parking
Waikiki Shopping Plaza
$7.50 up to 5 hours 
$15 up to 10 hours

Available in the Waikiki Business Plaza & Waikiki Shopping Plaza during 
parking lot operating hours.

Waikiki Business Plaza
$3 per half hour

Industry Validations
Industry workers with valid proof of employment 
in Waikiki may purchase discounted industry 
validations to park in Waikiki Shopping Plaza for 
$10 (maximum of 10 hours). 

For more information regarding the discounted 
validations, please visit our website: 
waikikishoppingplaza.com/industry

NEW!

LC Creations
Lono God of Peace
Lululemon 
Maxi Hawaiian Jewelry
Pure Stone
Sephora

Management Office hours will be from 9am – 4pm.
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STREET ACTIVITY
IN AND NEAR WAIKĪKĪ (COURTESY OF THE CITY)

DUE TO CDC RECOMMENDATION
ON GATHERINGS AND TO MINIMIZE RISK
OF EXPOSURE TO COVID-19, ALL EVENTS HAVE BEEN 
CANCELLED.



2250 KALAKAUA AVENUE, SUITE 315 HONOLULU, HI 96815 |  WAIKIKIIMPROVEMENT.COM

Wikiwiki Wire is published on the first Monday of each month. If you would like to share 
your news with other members, please send your info to: editor@waikikiimprovement.
com.

Submission Deadline
Waikīkī-related news and information submitted by members (or their PR agencies) for 
the Wikiwiki Wire newsletter should be received no later than 5 PM MONDAY, ONE 
WEEK PRIOR to the newsletter’s publication and distribution on the first Monday of 
each month. 

News & Stories: Please submit any Waikīkī-related stories/articles as a Word doc and 
include photos to accompany stories/ articles. For best results, please upload photos as 
a separate JPEG attachment  - maximum 2 MB each image.

Flyers/PDFs: Waikīkī-related flyers are welcome but must look like advertising flyers 
and not press releases. Please format flyers to an 8.5" x 11" size and submit them in a 
PDF format.

Press Releases: Please submit Waikīkī-related press releases as a Word doc. Press Relea-
ses that do no fit within one page of the Wikiwiki Wire newsletter will be returned for 
editing. 

Photos: For best results, please upload photos as a separate JPEG attachment  - 
maximum 2 MB each image.
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We are a cross-section of business, government and the community; our members 
care about the future of this special place - Waikīkī.

For more than 40 years, the Waikiki Improvement Association has remained true to 
its objective: to improve, enrich and beautify Waikīkī  for the benefit of residents and
visitors alike and to promote conditions conducive to the economic and cultural 
good and for the betterment of the entire community.

HAWAIIAN DIACRITICAL MARKS
Waikīkī Improvement Association recognizes the use of diacritical marks (i.e., 
glottal stop (‘), macron (ā) in place names of Hawai‘i, such as Waikīkī and Kalākaua 
Avenue and will include them whenever possible. We also re- spect the individual 
use (or not) of these markings for names of organizations and businesses.

There will also be times when we may not have a chance to add or change the 
markings in all of the articles submitted and when that happens, e kala mai.


